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The NSWAEM publishes this 
bi-monthly magazine to offer oppor-
tunities for NSW Commended 
Workers, Assemblies, Para-Assembly 
activities and other kindred bodies, 
to share information about their 
ministries, to encourage others, and 
to encourage prayer.

You are free to make use of the information in 
this publication and to reproduce it for your personal 
use or for the church you attend.   Material must 
not be sold or republished for commercial purposes 
unless you obtain written permission first.     

If material from this publication is used or quoted 
in any other publication (including websites) due 
acknowledgment should be made.    Please contact 
the Editor (refer p31) with any inquiries about 
reproducing this material.

History • Current Events • Prophecy • Evangelism 
.. /To cfecfare unto you a{{ tfie counse{ of qocf.  _Jl_cts 20:27 

Meetings are held monthly, 
February to November 

2nd Saturday, 2.30pm at Epping 
Gospel Chapel. 

Cnr Carlingford Rd and Duntroon Ave, 
Epping, NSW 

For further information: 
www.awaketoisrael.org 

mail@awaketoisrael.org 
Awake to Israel is a ministry of Epping Gospel 
Chapel and combined Brethren Assemblies of 

Australia 

Our purpose: 
To stir each other to study what the 
Word of God says concerning Israel 
and our relationship with Her, as gentile 
believers, both now and in the future. 

• To encourage the believers in lsrael
in whatever way we can.
To facilitate and be involved in
evangelism and discipleship of
Jewish people.
To pray for Israel.

Everyone is welcome and
encouraged to come together and 

search the Scriptures 

Written contributions to Assemblies Outreach 
magazine are welcome and actively sought 
from NSW Assemblies and any associated 
ministries and individuals.
Please submit your assembly news,  people 
profiles, letters, etc, for the April 2018 issue 
before:– 16th March 2018.

http://www.dominion.com.au
http://www.cb-nsw.org.au/aem/Mag/subs.html
http://www.awaketoisrael.org/index.html
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by Colin Winrow, Editor.

Dear Readers, 
Welcome to this February 2018 

edition of the Assemblies Outreach 
magazine.

I hope the fact you are reading these 
words means that you have already 
purchased an annual subscription, 
either personally or via your church 
or assembly.

If not, details of how to do so are 
shown on page 13.  (Sadly the price had 
to rise a little this year but postage is 
still included.)

Those people who have been 
subscribers last year should find an 
invoice enclosed with their magazine 
this month, or in one of the packets 
delivered to your church’s magazine 
secretary.

A gentle reminder that I am always 
looking to publish fresh news material 
and reports regarding assembly 
activities and needs, particularly in 
NSW.  Similarly, Praise and Prayer 
points are very welcome, in addition 

to those Brad Scott collects.  We can 
never have too much prayer - can we!!

Let’s be like Paul when he wrote to 
the Ephesians:– 

“And pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for all the 
Lord’s people.  Pray also for me, that 
whenever I speak, words may be given 
me so that I will fearlessly make known 
the mystery of the gospel, for which I 
am an ambassador in chains.  Pray that 
I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.”

  Eph 6:18-20 (NIV)

First Glance

CONTENTS of  this Issue:

‘Out and About’ in NSW .............. 4

Praying for NSW Assemblies ...... 6

Letter from Prison Chaplain ........ 7
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* * *

Please submit any news 
items, letters, adverts or 

short articles for the April 
2018 magazine on, or before, 

16th March.
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now up to 19 floors high and will soon 
be at its maximum height of 22 floors.  It 
will be ready for occupation  by January 
2019.  Above the chapel and office floors 
are 1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments which 
are already on sale.  Phone the agent on 
1300 788 599 or visit the website:-

www.thegeorgeburwood.com.au

Brad Scott spoke about opportunities 
for churches to connect to their commu-
nities through Hands and Feet and the 
NDIS - National Disability Insurance 
Scheme - which is the new way of 
providing support for Australians with 
disability, their families and carers.

www.ndis.gov.au
There was good news from Moree too, 

where the local council has granted the 
assembly use of some land in the town  
to expand their ministries with the local 
indigenous people.

If you attend a NSW assembly, or 
you work with any associated Christian 
Brethren ministry, please feel free to 
submit your local news or event dates 
to this ‘Out and About’ section so we can 
inform and encourage people in all our 
assemblies and churches.    Short items 
(even if only one sentence) are welcome 
and can be mailed to the Mission office 
at PO Box 20, Pennant Hills, NSW 1715, 
or better still, e-mailed to:

outreach-mag@optusnet.com.au

Also, please email your wording 
for Notices or Coming Events to be 
included on the NSW Christian  Brethren 
website to:-   

webadmin@cb–nsw.org.au

The first Coordinating Conference 
for 2018 was held at the Kings Park 
Community Church on 1st February.

Secretary Brad Scott will be distribut-
ing the Minutes of the Meeting, in due 
course.  Meanwhile a few topics from 
the meeting are mentioned briefly below.

There are some great new Youth 
initiatives to be rolled out with the help 
of Jacob Mitchell, working part time 
with the CCCAust(NSW). 

Pastor Sean Nolan has worked hard 
to bring together Youth Leaders from 
a wide range of denominations for an 
“Awake Sydney” Prayer Summit to 
be held on 3rd March in the Salvation 
Army’s National Headquarters office.

Stewards Foundation reported on 
the progress of the development of 
old Burwood Gospel Chapel site.  The 
tower structure (called The George) is 

‘Out and About’ in NSW Assemblies

* * *

➢

compiled by Colin Winrow

* * *

http://www.thegeorgeburwood.com.au
http://www.ndis.gov.au
mailto:outreach-mag%40optusnet.com.au?subject=
mailto:webadmin%40cb-nsw.org.au?subject=
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‘Out and About’ in NSW Assemblies (cont’d from p 4)

    Meetings & Events
(Note: for the latest details please be 
sure to check on these two web pages:– 

www.cb-nsw.org.au/events.html

www.cccaustnsw.com/events

2018:
1-2 Mar Emerging Leaders Retreat 

(in Melbourne).

2–4 Mar C C C A u s t  N a t i o n a l 
Conference “Salt & Light” 
at CYC Adventure Resort, 
Phillip Island, Victoria.

cccaustnationalconference.org.au

3 Mar Awake Sydney Prayer 
Summit; at the Salvation 
Army’s National Head-
office in Redfern.  Enq: to 
Sean Nolan, 0404 474 254.

10 Mar ‘Awake to Israel’ (ATI) 
meeting at Epping G.C; 
from 2.30pm.

23-24 Mar B u i l d  2 0 1 8  M e n ’ s 
C o n f e r e n c e  a t  C a m p 
Toukley; spkr: Jared Wilson.

o

14 Apr Coffee Morning (and Cakes 
Stall) for residents and 
friends at Elouera Gardens,  
Community Rm; 9 to noon.

14 Apr ‘Awake to Israel’ (ATI) 
meeting at Epping G.C; 
from 2.30pm.

3 May Coordinating Conference.
4 May Autumn Fashion Parade of 

Ladies Winter Clothes for 
residents & fr iends at 
Elouera Gardens; starting 
10am with morning tea, 
donation $5.

5 May Thrive 2018 - Women’s 
Conference.  Kings Park 
C.C.  spkrs: Connie Durate 
& Hope Miles.

12 May ‘Awake to Israel’ (ATI) 
“ S e c o n d  C o m i n g 
Conference” at Epping G.C; 
from 2.30pm.

26 May ‘Pathf inders ’  a t  West 
Pennant Hills C.C; 7 pm 
start; – A Call to Serve.

9 June ‘Awake to Israel’ (ATI) 
meeting at Epping G.C; 
from 9.30am to 4.30pm.

21 July SIU Conference.
2 Aug Coordinating Conference.
25 Aug ‘Pathf inders ’  a t  West 

Pennant Hills C.C; 7 pm 
start; – Variety Night.

1 Sep RENOVO Youth Conf.
1 Nov Coordinating Conference.
24 Nov ‘Pathf inders ’  a t  West 

Pennant Hills C.C; 6pm 

Brad has been working hard to 
garner updates for the CCCAust 
National Handbook for 2018.  It is due 
to be distributed soon - probably in 
early March.  Each church will get two 
copies.

If you would like more than two 
copies of the handbook for your church, 
or organisation, then please contact 
Brad asap so he can ensure you get the 
number of copies you need.  Each extra 
copy will cost $22.

o

www.cb-nsw.org.au/events.html
www.cccaustnsw.com/events
http://www.cccaustnationalconference.org.au
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General Prayer Points:
✩ Pray for our Church family 

as we seek to make our Lord 
known in our communities.

✩ Pray that our churches can be 
salt and light in our changing 
world, that we can show the 
love of Christ through the way 
we interact with our neighbours, 
friends and family.   May people 
see Christ in us.

✩ Pray for the upcoming CCCAust 
National Conference, that it will 
be a time of refreshment and 
encouragement as we consider 
how we serve God in a changing 
Community.

✩ Pray that we as churches will 
not forget that even as society 
changes, we have a sovereign 
Lord who is in control and we 
as His people are still on the 
offensive, taking the Good News 
of Jesus to a world of people 
who need this wonderful news.

✩ Pray that our church elders will 
have wisdom as they lead our 
local churches.

✩ Pray for the Boards of our para 
church ministries as they lead 
and provide vision for these 
ministries.  Where applicable, 
may we see the Boards of these 
organisations support and 

provide services that help con-
nect churches to the community.   
May these boards support our 
local churches as they share 
Christ in their communities.   
CCCAust(NSW), Lutanda, 
Stewards, Emmaus, Hands and 
Feet, CBCS, GLO, CMS, AEM, 
ACM, AMT, WMC.

Epping Gospel Chapel
Pray for the church Eldership:
  Edward Gray
Praise God for:
✩ Our Sunday School teachers 

who serve the Lord so 
diligently.

✩ The good teaching we receive 
each Sunday in our Bible Hour.

Pray for:
✩ Our outreach and witness in the 

local community.
✩ the Awake to Israel service held 

here each month.

Faith Living Church, Claymore
Pray for the church Eldership:
  Magia & Tupe Eteuati,  Maata 

& Maxwell Lilo, Paul and 
Stephanie To’o, Lorrainr & 
Matapi Turua, Fred & Pauline 
To’o

Praise God:
✩ We have had a family of eight 

Praying for NSW Assemblies
mainly compiled by Bradley Scott  

➢

Please take some time-out to pray for our 
churches, assemblies and para-assembly 
ministries and the work of God in our nation.    
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Praying for NSW Assemblies (cont’d from p 6)

join our church as a result of our 
Christmas Service.   They never 
celebrated Christmas because 
they were associated with the 
JW’s.   Now they rejoice in the 
love of Jesus and the Word of 
God.

o

Pray for:
✩ Our community this year as we 

are going door to door – pray-
ing and sharing the good news 
of Jesus Christ.

A Letter from a Prison Chaplain to CLO
shared by David Gillies, Christian Literature Outreach

Hi David,
 Just wanted to drop you a quick 

note, to thank you and the people 
at RBC, and convey how well the 
additional ‘Our Daily Bread’ (ODB) 
devotionals we received have been, and 
are being, used.

 To recap and advise on what we are 
doing, for the 3 month period finishing 
November 2017 the ODBs are, and will 
be, the central focus of our Sunday 
Chapel Services here at the prison  
(NSW prison name withheld).

Each inmate during Sunday Chapel 
gets a current ODB handed to them 
with a NIV Chapel Bible.  At the time 
during our service set aside for the 
Bible reading and talk we go through 
the ODB Bible reading and devotion 
of the day.

 We kicked this off on Sunday, the 
17th of September and how fitting was 
the devotion story that day about a lady 
named Mary.

 One of the Aims of using the ODB’s 
in Chapel is to get all the chapel 
attendees to navigate their way to the 
Bible passage and devotion of the day 
with assistance from the person at the 

front and from each other.   This will 
help them to be more self-sufficient in 
future.  At the conclusion of our chapel 
service the inmates have the option to 
take the ODB and a Bible with them if 
they choose.

 On Sundays we have three Chapel 
services in the section where I’m 
chaplain.  There are, on average, 
approximately 75 blokes in total go 
through our Sunday Services.   Being 
a Remand Centre we have a very 
high turnover.  About half the blokes 
are attending chapel for the first 
time.  Therefore this is a tremendous 
opportunity to get God’s wonderful 
message into the hands of men that 
are often referred to as ‘the least, lost 
and lonely’.

 Thanks again mate to you and your 
suppliers for your partnership and 
generosity in the Gospel.

 Blessings,
(The chaplain’s name is 
withheld for privacy reasons.)

o
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o

Lake Macquarie author Trudy 
Adams (age 30) released her fourth 
book, The Sunshine List, in September 
2017 at an event held at St Peter ’s 
Anglican Church in East Maitland. 
The Australian teenage novel tells the 
story of Caitlyn Miller and her fam-
ily’s struggles as they deal with rising 
tensions and changing circumstances. 
Themes include common contempo-
rary issues such as cyber-bullying, 
drug abuse and the fragmentation of 
family relationships. 

‘As a youth worker, I find it frustrat-
ing how people criticise teenagers for 
their challenging behaviours,’ Miss 
Adams says. ‘What I see in my work is 
the many reasons for such behaviours, 
including the family conflict Caitlyn 
experiences. So many teenagers are 
trying to make adult decisions or cope 
with adult problems without adult 
experience or support.’ 

Miss Adams wrote The Sunshine List 
to encourage and inspire young people 
dealing with social and relational 
issues. ‘One of the many purposes of 
books is to reassure readers they are 
not alone,’ Miss Adams says. ‘It is my 
hope that The Sunshine List provides 
this while also encouraging the next 
generation to keep reading.’ As part 
of her love for literature, Miss Adams 
conducts writing workshops at local 
schools. 

Born in Singleton NSW, Miss Adams 
began writing her award-winning 

first novel, Desolate Beauty, at 17 
(published in 2009). Desolate Beauty 
is now under a film contract with 
Uptone Pictures and Damascus Road 
Productions in the USA. Trudy’s 
second novel Judging Meghan was 
released in 2010 and Broken Melody 
followed in 2013. The Sunshine List 
won second prize in the 2015 Young 
Australian Christian Writers Award.

Published by Onwards & Upwards 
Publishing, The Sunshine List was 
released in the UK on 1st October. The 
novel can be purchased from Miss 
Adams’ website: 

www.trudyadams.squarespace.com

Trudy can be contacted for more 
information via her website or by the 
following means:–
Mb: 0437 865 763   Ph: (02) 4359 2289 
Email:   trudy.adams@bigpond.com 

“ Those who doubt most, 
and yet strive to over-

come their doubts, turn 
out to be some of Christ’s 

strongest disciples.” 
 

                  – Selwyn Hughes

“The Sunshine List’ – written by Trudy Adams
Press Release

http://www.trudyadams.squarespace.com
mailto:trudy.adams@bigpond.com
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News from some Commended Workers

Faye Loudon
38 Parkside Drive
Kogorah Bay NSW 2217
December 2017
Dear friends 

Thank you so much to readers and 
supporters of Outreach for your prayers 
and giving to me in 2017 and also the 
Christmas gift.   It has been so appreci-
ated.   Work has not been easy to find.  I 
only had four weeks paid work during the 
year, so your generous giving was a real 
blessing to me.   However, I continued 
to work in the school as a volunteer and 
spent many hours with children who 
need lots of help with school work and 
with social skills.   I am an “expert” at 
losing UNO games and another game 
we love called “Rat-a-Tat-Cat”.   I also 
learnt to do maths differently to when I 
was at school!!  The teachers appreciated 
me coming and giving them some relief 
from troubled, difficult children.   Often 
after a lunch break problem, we walked 
around the school playground chatting as 
a means of calming them down.  

Some of the highlights of SRE in 2017 
were ...

• SRE is still alive and well in our 
State Schools.

• Children seem to love coming and I 
enjoy the delight on their faces.

• Classroom teachers are happy to 
help with technology so I can use 

their whiteboards and show Video 
Clips etc.

• One Principal, who was not really 
“for” SRE, gave a lovely thank you 
speech to all the SRE teachers this 
year.

• I only had one disruptive class out 
of seven and Colin Buchanan’s 
songs were a blessing as the children 
loved them and all got involved in 
the singing and actions.

• One of my Scripture classes suc-
cessfully did a play at the Christmas 
Combined Assembly, it caused me a 
lot of stress but they really enjoyed 
it and did well.

• I met a parent whose child I taught 
many years ago, she knew my name 
and said that her child still had a 
gift I had given him.

• Several dear ladies from Allawah 
Church who encourage me with 
their prayers and love.

• Several classes still had 30 plus chil-
dren.

• Eagerness of the children to learn 
and participate in classes.

• At each school, SRE was promoted 
at Kindergarten orientation days.

I could go on.   Thank you for the part 
you play in SRE and keep praying that 
these children will follow our Saviour 
and Lord and that SRE will be allowed in 
Schools for many years to come.

Christian love,
  Faye Loudon
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Doug & Jenny McNaught
46 Barnetts Road
Winston Hills  NSW 2153
12 February 2018

Dear brothers & sisters,
Thank you for your prayers fellowship, 

support and care throughout last year 
and this year.   We had a bit of a break in 
January and went away for a few days.  
We also lost our Internet connection for 
about two weeks and had trouble commu-
nicating with the outside world.

We are looking forward to another 
year, if the Lord tarries, of preaching, 
football and caring for people in the 
community.   I have been exploring the 
possibility of preaching over Skype with 
a church in Asia.   Jenny’s brother, Gary, 
made this contact through his website and 
asked if anyone was interested.  I am not 
a regular Facebook user and have never 
used Skype before so I have a few things 
to learn before I can move forward with 
this project.   Please pray for wisdom as I 
seek to make this a reality.

Jenny has been spending quite a bit of 
time working with one of her ladies in the 
community as she is growing older and 
facing the challenges associated with that.  
This lady has no family to work through 
the issues with her.   Jenny also spends 
time with some other ladies as their 
health & time permits.

The Parramatta Two Blues have gone 
back to preseason training so I have been 
going there as well, however I haven’t 
been tempted to train with them.   The 
council is planning to rebuild the 
stadium at our home ground so we will 
have to travel to other sites even for our 
home games.   This should, however, 
prove to be much better in the long run.

We expect to continue with the preach-
ing ministry throughout this year and 
our calendar is filling up.

Jenny also plans to keep up with her 
exam supervision at OLMC during the 
year.

I have just finished the first draft 
of a book that I have been working on 
for about five years.   The book looks at 
Christ’s overwhelming excellence and it 
has been both encouraging and uplifting 
for me.   At this stage it is about 200,000 
words but there is a lot of work still to 
be done.   Please pray for me, that I will 
remain sufficiently humble to bring glory 
to the Lord’s Name.

Thanks again for all that you have 
done for us and for all that, we are sure, 
you will continue to do as we await the 
Lord’s return.

 Much love,
  Jenny and Doug McNaught

➢

News from some Commended Workers (cont’d from p 9)

Please submit any news 
items, letters, adverts or 

short articles for the April 
2018 magazine on, or before, 

16th March.
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News from some Commended Workers (cont’d from p 10)

Geoff & Liz Folland
4 Oronga Avenue
Baulkham Hills  NSW  2153
31st January 2018

Hi friends,
The crazy crash of starting the new 

year has hit.   Here are three signs the 
new year has begun in earnest.
1.  Missionary Conference: After a 
couple of weeks off we attended Power to 
Change Australia’s biennial missionary 
conference at Wollongong Surf Leisure 
Resort.   It was a tough week because 
we’d just learned of the passing of our 
sister-in-law, Sally.   I (Geoff) dropped 
Liz at the airport on the way home 
from the conference so she could attend 
the funeral and she spent 10 days in 
Colorado with family.   (She returned to 
Sydney last Monday morning).

I recommend watching the video of the 
third talk at the conference by our special 
guest speaker, Dr. Brian Rosner.   

Brian served with Power to Change 
(formerly Student Life) at the University 
of Sydney in the early 1980’s before 
embarking on a prestigious academic 
career.
2.  Student Gatherings:  Tomorrow 
(Thursday) we have our first gathering 
with student leaders finalising the details 
for this semester.

We also have a Kick Off Retreat 
planned for February 19-21.   If you 
know any students beginning at the 
University of Sydney or University of 
Notre Dame this year, it would be great 
to get to know them at the retreat.
3.  School Starts:  Philip started Year 11 
yesterday and left for a 3 day school camp 
today.   Katrise started Year 7.   They 
are now both at Pacific Hills Christian 
School.

We really appreciate your friendship, 
encouragement, prayers and financial 
support.  We couldn’t do this ministry 
without you.

In His grace,
  Geoff & Liz Folland
  Power to Change Australia

Colin & Mavis Winrow
1/9 Julia Close
Cherrybrook  NSW  2126
27th January 2018
To our dear brothers and sisters in Christ.

Both Colin and I are very grateful to 
those who faithfully uphold us in prayer.   
We really value your prayer support.

We continue to be very happy here at 
Elouera Gardens and we are so thankful 
to the Lord for all His goodness and daily 
provision.

The congregation at Waitara Gospel 
Chapel although being quite low in 
number continues to open its doors 
each Sunday.   We now have a small 
Sunday School again so that is encour-
aging.   We also continue our monthly 
Friendship Luncheon Meetings on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month (February to 
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November) and we are encouraged by the 
number who continue to come.   

Our roles with LinC (Love in the 
Name of Christ) continue to give us 
plenty of work.   As well as being 
Chairman of LinC, Colin has been very 
involved with the computer system and 
all this involves.   

Working with Christian Literature 
Outreach (CLO) – sending resource 
material to the Chaplains in the prisons 
so they can be used by the inmates – 
continues, and we are encouraged by 
some of the letters we receive from the 
inmates.   We have been working for 
some time now with Veronica & Mike, 
and are also encouraged that another 
couple (Penny & Gary) have offered to 
help whenever they are available.   They 
will be touring quite a bit but are happy 
to help whenever they are home.   We 
are really thankful for this commitment.   
We continue to look for other helpers as 
most of us are well into our seventies and 
would love to see younger volunteers 
offer their help.

Our commitment to NSWAEM is 
ongoing and Greetings Cards are still 
available to any church who would like a 
supply for their congregation.   If anyone 
is interested in obtaining supplies, please 
do not hesitate to call Mavis on 0402 107 
724 who will explain the routine.

Thank you for your love and care and 
we ask that your prayers for us will be 
ongoing as we seek to continue in our 
service for the Lord.

 Many blessings,
  Colin & Mavis Winrow

Aaron & Shelley Daniell
6 Talavera Close
Raymond Terrace  NSW  2324
8th February 2018

Our EvangelismSHIFT team is grow-
ing as we begin new groups across NSW 
and Victoria.

Last weekend we commenced the first 
of our new EvangelismSHIFT groups in 
Melbourne.   Two more groups commence 
in Sydney this weekend, and a fourth 
group begins next weekend in Casino 
(Northern NSW).  

The exciting thing about these groups 
is that we have four new facilitators 
coming with us to help with these new 
groups (pics below).   These facilitators 
are coming from groups that have just 
completed EvangelismSHIFT and they 
share the vision to see churches across 
Australia and beyond whose people have 
a culture of living as witnesses for our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

Pictures from top to bottom:

Matthew Munn from 
Perth, co-facilitator for 
Mitcham (Melbourne)

John Fleming 
(and Robyn) from 

Wollongbar, 
co-facilitator for 

Riverstone (West 
Sydney)

News from some Commended Workers (cont’d from p 11)
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o

Maggie De Leeuw from 
Tuckombil, co-facilitator 
for Casino (Nth NSW).

Jessie Skelly from Sydney, 
co-facilitator for Engadine 
(South Sydney with John 
North).

Please join us in prayer 
for these new facilitators 

as they take a step of faith and trust our 
Lord to work in and through them as they 
co-facilitate.

Please pray for John, Andrew and I 
as we provide training and support to 
these facilitators and work strategically 
in building our capacity to serve the 
growing number of churches interested in 
EvangelismSHIFT.  

Please pray also for the new groups as 
they begin their EvangelismSHIFT jour-
ney together.   These groups are made up 
of over 110 church leaders representing 
eight churches from four different church 
networks.

ASSEMBLIES OUTREACH  MAGAZINE
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2018

became due in  January 2018.   
Invoices will be issued, where applicable.

Prices are as follows:–
1.  Annual subscription – for 6 
issues of the normal printed-on-
paper version. 
(Includes Print Post charge  to any-
where in Australia.)

2.  Annual subscription for an 
emailed PDF version of each issue 
in addition to the paper version.   
(This can only be ordered by 
individuals, via email, whether they 
receive the magazine personally or 
via their assembly.   In the latter case, 
the email order must mention the 
assembly or church name and be paid for 
separately from the magazine.)

$32

$3

3.  Annual subscription - for 6 
issues of the emailed  PDF version 
alone.  (This can only be ordered by 
individuals, via email.)

Reminder Invoices were issued 
to subscribers with this maga-
zine.
Payment can be made by Cheque, 
Money Order, or by Direct 
Deposit to BSB 062-212 Account 
0090 2021 (Commonwealth Bank)
Please put the words “AO 
2018 mag for <your surname 
or Assembly name>” in the 
‘Description’ field.

$10

News from some Commended Workers (cont’d from p 12)
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in our Lord 
Jesus,

As we enter a new year we’re excited 
to share with you what God is doing 
and ask that you prayerfully consider 
taking a step of faith with us to help us 
meet our family monthly need of $2,100 
(at time of print).

Our Call: I remember distinctly the 
time when God called us to serve with 
Ambassadors for Christ International 
(AFCI).   In response to God’s word 
in 2 Corinthians 5, I recorded a prayer 
in my journal dated 6th January 2012.  
A portion reads; “Thank you Lord 
for the ministry of reconciliation you 
have given us as part of your plan to 
reconcile the world to yourself.   Thank 
you for this confirmation that you 
have called us to Christian ministry as 
‘Christ’s ambassador’.”

Our Journey as Ambassadors: The 
last four years have been an amazing 
journey, taking one step of faith after 
another.   We have seen God work in 
remarkable ways both in our personal 
lives and in ministry.

We jo ined AFCI  to  work on 
EvangelismSHIFT.   What we have 
found is churches everywhere are 
desperate for the help EvangelismSHIFT 
brings and here’s why:

Whilst the Australian church has 
grown in its commitment to evangelism 
and putting on evangelistic events, we 
are not seeing the results of people 
turning to Christ to match the effort 
expended.   The reason is that typically 
these events are filled with Christians.

Church leaders recognise that we 

will never reach this generation of the 
lost by relying primarily on events.   We 
need a new approach.   When we look 
at evangelism in the New Testament 
we see believers living as witnesses in 
their daily lives.   This is the approach 
of EvangelismSHIFT.

Our vision is to see a movement 
of churches across Australia, and 
beyond, whose congregations have 
a culture of living as witnesses for 
Jesus, calling people to put their faith 
in Christ.   This is how we will reach 
this generation for Christ and that is 
why I’m asking you to help meet our 
family’s need for $2,100 of monthly 
support.

God is building His spiritual 
movement.   We are beginning to see 
a cultural shift in the churches we are 
working with.   Many people have 
come to faith in Christ.   We have seen 
God revive His church’s passion for 
living as witnesses for their Lord.   God 
is also drawing His servants from this 
harvest and we are honoured to be 
training up some key leaders as fellow 
facilitators of EvangelismSHIFT.

Australia: In 2015, we launched 
EvangelismSHIFT with a pilot church in 

An appeal from the Daniell family
by Aaron Daniell
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Perth.   Since then we have equipped 
and resourced seven other churches 
in Australia through EvangelismSHIFT 
— from a house church in remote 
Queensland to country churches in 
Wollongbar, Ballina, Alstonville and 
Raymond Terrace to a larger city 
church in Sydney with several hundred 
regular attendees.   This represents over 
700 believers better equipped to live as 
witnesses.

We currently work with Christian 
Brethren/Community Churches of 
Australia, Baptist, and Church of 
Christ churches.  However the need for 
EvangelismSHIFT continues to expand.  
Right now, we are preparing for new 
groups beginning EvangelismSHIFT 
this year in new locations in NSW 
and Vic.   God is also expanding our 
influence into other networks that 
include the Uniting and Methodist, and 
we pray there will be others.   

And beyond: Internationally we 
are working with a significant church 
network in the Philippines and God 
is multiplying EvangelismSHIFT there 
also.   This year we are training, here 
in Australia, head leaders from the 
Methodist movement in Fiji who 
have a desire to see EvangelismSHIFT 
launched across their nation.   We 
watch in amazement at the doors God 
is opening.

For Shelly and I, when we are 
making decisions about our giving, 
we want to make sure the ministry we 
are giving to will have a significant 

impact for the gospel and is seeing 
people coming to faith in Jesus.   That 
is why I am not ashamed to ask you 
to help us meet our family’s monthly 
need because God is using this ministry 
to transform His church and leading 
people to faith in Him.

The need for $2,100 a month has 
come about due to two main factors:

– An increase in family living and 
ministry travel expenses.  As you know 
the cost of living has increased over the 
last few years.   In addition, we have 
increased national and international 
ministry travel costs.  This has had a 
significant impact on our budget.

– A decrease in regular monthly 
support.  Regular support from an 
existing partner has been reduced so 
they can sow into helping other gospel 
focused initiatives get established.

Brothers and Sisters, will you take 
a step of faith with us and invest into 
the transformation of churches across 
Australia and beyond by becoming a 
monthly support partner today?

To become a monthly support 
partner, please go to webpage:  

www.afci.com.au/give/aaron 
to set up your online giving, or you can 
call our office direct on 1300 723 993.

We sincerely appreciate your 
prayerful consideration and support.

Yours in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  Aaron, Shelly and family

An appeal from the Daniell family (cont’d from p 14)

http://www.afci.com.au/give/aaron
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Inspiring Hope Outreach Camps - 2017
by Narelle Harris & the team

The Inspiring Hope organisation 
is passionate about investing into 
the lives of the next generation.   In 
particular we have a special place in 
our hearts for the 18,000 children and 
teenagers in rotational foster care in 
NSW.   

Each year Inspiring Hope runs 
outreach camps sharing the gospel and 
teaching campers that they have been 
made by God to make a difference in 
this world.   

In 2017, Inspiring Hope ministered 
to 348 children and teens and had the 
privilege of seeing 171 of them make a 
first time decision for salvation.   

Across the year, we also invested 
into the lives of 138 leaders through 
these camps, giving them a unique 
opportunity to serve God by loving 
and caring for some of the most 
disadvantaged and downtrodden 
children in our country.   

One of our leaders shares their 
experience of camp:–

“Lots of laughter, loud dining rooms 
that are deafening with conversations 
and a week where the kids are loved, 
supported and experience the gospel.   
After a week at camp not only does 
the team became a family and share 
memories and experiences that will 
last a lifetime, but over the many 
camps – I have seen the joy of the kids 
understanding that there is a Father ➢18
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who loves them.  It always leaves 
an imprint on your life.  The most 
incredible moment of camp is the chapel 
after we give a salvation message.  The 
kids have a quiet excitement while 
the leaders talk through the Bible as 
we gift it to them.  The peace that 
comes over these children lets us see 
the beautiful miracle it is when a child 
receives salvation for the first time.   
The consistency, support and love 
of the leaders and the power of the 
Gospel sees these kids, who come with 
behaviour challenges, anxieties and 
unsettledness, completely changed by 
the impact of a supportive, God loving 
environment that saturates their lives.   
There is no doubt of God’s amazing 
love and grace for them.”

 We love creating opportunities for 
leaders to be on the front line of God’s 
mission and have the opportunity 
to see first-hand the power of the 
Gospel to transform lives.  We are 
passionate about not only seeing the 
campers come to know God, but also 
about seeing leaders grow in their 
understanding of who God is and the 
calling that He has placed on their 
lives. 

  
If you are interested in joining with 

us to invest in the lives of the next 
generation, please contact the Inspiring 
Hope office on 0456 159 670 or email

 admin@inspiringhope.org.au
 

o

Inspiring Hope Outreach Camps - 2017 (cont’d from p 17)

mailto:admin@inspiringhope.org.au
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Not By Our Own Doing
Our God is lavish in His grace.  He is 

free to liberally dispense his goodness 
without the least bit of cooperation or 
preparation on our part, and often he 
does.  But he also has regular channels 
through which he pours out his favour.

These are sometimes called “spir-
itual disciplines” or “means of grace.”  
We as Christians can routinely avail 
ourselves of these revealed paths of 
blessing, positioning ourselves to go on 
getting as God keeps on giving.

His regular channels of grace are his 
voice, his ear, and his body—the Bible, 
prayer, and fellowship.  The greatest 
grace along these paths is knowing and 
enjoying Jesus himself.
Hearing God’s Voice

The fundamental means of God’s 
ongoing grace, through his Spirit, in 
the life of the Christian and the life of 
the church is God’s self-expression in 
his Word, in the gospel, perfectly kept 
for us and on display in all its textures, 
riches, and hues in the external written 
word of the Scriptures.

The Bible is for us.  The whole Bible 
is for the whole church.

There is no replacement for finding 
a regular time and place, blocking out 
distractions, and letting your mind and 
heart be led and captured and thrilled 
by God Himself communicating 

through his objective written words.  
As you read, learn to linger over a text, 
whether seeking to better understand 
it (“study”), or to emotionally glory in 
that understanding (“meditation”), or 
to memorize a portion to help renew 
your mind throughout the day.

As we understand and engage with 
Scripture’s meaning, we refocus our 
souls for living out our day.  

We increasingly “have the mind 
of Christ” (1 Cor.  2:16) as we are 
conformed to His image.
Having God’s Ear

As we go deep in God’s revelation, 
taking it into our very souls and being 
changed by his truth, we respond to 
him in prayer.

God not only bids us hear his voice; 
he wants to hear ours.

Prayer, for the Christian, is not 
merely talking to God, but responding 
to the One who has initiated toward us.  
He has spoken first.  This is not a con-
versation we start, but a relationship 
into which we’ve been drawn.

Prayer makes its requests of God, 
but is not content to only receive from 
God.  Prayer must have Him.  Prayer is 
ultimately about having more of God.

Private prayer shows who we really 
are spiritually.  It’s essential in healing 
the many places we find ourselves 

Habits of Grace - a book summary
by  David Mathis

This book (available at Christian Book stores)  explores how Bible read-
ing, prayer, and fellowship with other Christians—three foundational 
“habits of grace”— have the power to awaken our souls to God’s glory 
and stir our hearts for joyful service.
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Habits of Grace (cont’d from p 19)

broken, needy, lacking, and rebellious.
Prayer changes hearts like nothing 

else.  It’s for all of life, and especially 
for our life together in community.  
Praying together adds power to the 
request, but also means more glory for 
the Giver when he answers.
Belonging to His Body

We were made to worship Jesus 
together.

Corporate worship is the single most 
important means of grace and our 
greatest weapon in the fight for joy.  
More than any other means, corporate 
worship combines all three principles 
of God’s ongoing grace: his word, 
prayer, and fellowship.

In corporate worship, our focus 
together is the crucified and risen 
Christ and the incomparable excellence 
of His person and work.  We experience 
the secret of worship—the joy of 
self-forgetfulness—as we become 
preoccupied together with Jesus and 
his manifold perfections.

In our gatherings for corporate 
worship, hearing the fresh preaching 
of the gospel from the Scriptures is 
a climactic grace.  It’s that moment 
among the assembled church when God 
speaks most clearly and completely.  In 
faithful Christian preaching, we not 
only hear about Jesus, but we meet 
Him.

The act of preaching itself is a picture 
of the gospel.  As the preacher stands 
behind the Book, doing his level best 
to reveal Jesus afresh to his people, 
our Lord is put on display.  When we 
listen, we realize that what we need is 

not some boost from a trusted fellow 
to get us over the wall, but the rescue 
of the Saviour for the utterly helpless.

And so Jesus was sent not only to 
die as the remedy, but to preach (Luke 
4:43).  Jesus himself is the person 
the Scriptures most often refer to as 
preaching.  Jesus was the ultimate 
preacher, but after his ascension, the 
preaching doesn’t disappear.  When we 
turn to Acts in the Bible, preaching is as 
alive and well as ever.  The preaching 
of the Groom [Jesus] extends into the 
life of the church.
You Can’t Earn God’s Favour

In considering these means of grace 
and the habits that help us go on 
receiving God’s grace in our lives, this 
much must be made clear: These things 
are never about earning God’s favour.

God’s  grace  i s  unmeasured , 
boundless, wild—and free.  Because 
of it, we’re enabled to repent of our 
sins and to believe God’s promises.  
It is grace to be forgiven of sinful acts 
and grace to be supplied the heart for 
righteous ones.  It is grace that we 
are increasingly “conformed to the 
image of His Son” (Romans 8:29), and 
grace that He doesn’t leave us in the 
misery of our sin but pledges to bring 
to completion the good work He has 
begun in us (Phil. 1:6).  

This flood of God’s favour brings us 
His forgiveness and our adoption as 
His children.  It starts us on the path of 
grace-empowered effort and initiative.

o
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by ‘Word for Today’
Sound Financial Advice

It’s foolish to buy things you don’t 
need and can’t afford, especially when 
your bills are overdue and you’ve 
nothing set aside for the future.  Your 
financial security is determined by 
what you owe, not by what you earn! 
Having to work for years to repay 
debt severely limits your options.  So, 
determine your lifestyle by your actual 
income, not by what you wish it was 
or hope it will be.  And when you get a 
raise, don’t automatically spend more.

The Bible says, ‘There is precious 
treasure… in the dwelling of the wise, but 
a foolish man squanders it.’ (Proverbs 
21:20 NKJV)  

One of the wisest things you can do 
today is to start saving for the future, 
and sowing a portion of your income 
into God’s Kingdom (see 2 Corinthians 
9:6).  Author John Kennedy writes: 
‘Peddling biblically-based financial 
advice has become a cottage industry.  
It’s not that the counsel is new, or that 
people haven’t heard it enough.  The 
fact remains… Christians have racked 
up debt with no plan for financial 
accountability… they’re topped out 
keeping up with interest payments.’  
Is your philosophy in life, ‘Why wait 
and save, when a credit card will let 
me have what I want right now?’  If 
you’re buying things you don’t need 
with money you don’t have, stop 
it!  Before you purchase anything 
else, ask yourself if you really need 
it.   And even if you think you do, ask 
yourself if you can live without it for 

a while; otherwise you’ll become a 
slave to credit card debt.  Here’s some 
sound financial advice: pray for God’s 
guidance before you make any non-
essential purchase.  

Joseph gave Pharaoh some sound 
financial advice that we would all 
do well to live by: ‘Gather into the 
royal storehouses all the excess crops 
of the next seven years, so that there 
will be enough to eat when the seven 
years of famine come.  Otherwise, 
disaster will surely strike.’ (Genesis 
41:35–36 TLB) And how did Pharaoh 
respond? ‘Joseph’s suggestions were 
well received by Pharaoh.’ (Genesis 
41:37 TLB)

You’re making wise choices for 
your future if you practise these three 
Scriptural principles:

(1) Tithe.  If you’re giving your 
‘leftovers’ to God, what are you telling 
Him about your priorities?  That He’s 
last and least?  ‘“Bring all the tithes into 
the storehouse so there will be enough 
food in My Temple.  If you do,” says 
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will 
open the windows of Heaven for you.  
I will pour out a blessing so great you 
won’t have enough room to take it in!  
Try it! Put Me to the test!”’ (Malachi 
3:10 NLT)

(2) Save.  Discipline yourself to 
save a percentage of your income.  
Don’t worry if it’s a modest amount, 
just make it a priority! If you don’t, 
you’ll spend it on other things and 
never achieve your long-term goals 

The wise have wealth...   but fools spend 
whatever they get.’   Proverbs 21:20 NLT

➢22
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for college, retirement, or helping the 
work of the Lord.

(3) Get out of debt.  After giving to 
God and saving for the future, strive to 
pay off all your financial obligations.  
Stop paying the bare minimum on your 
credit cards.  By not repaying them in 
full every month, you end up paying 
much more than you should.  Put as 
much as you can towards eliminating 
outstanding debt, even if you have to 
do without a few things for a while.  
In the long run, you’ll be way ahead.  

The level of financial blessing God 
will entrust to you depends on three 
questions:

(1) Are you mature enough to 
handle it?

(2) Are you hoping to reap but 
unwilling to sow?

(3) Are you a hoarder or a giver?
God knows we can’t all give the 

same amount.  Jesus honoured a 
widow for giving her last two coins, 
saying: ‘they gave a tiny part of their 
surplus, but she, poor as she is, has 
given everything she had to live on.’ 
(Mark 12:44 NLT)  

On the other hand, businessman 
Barnabas ‘sold a field he owned and 
brought the money and put it at the 
apostles’ feet.’ (Acts 4:37 NIV)  The 
more God blesses you with, the more 
He holds you accountable for.  Jesus 
said, ‘Much is required from those 
to whom much is given.’ (Luke 12:48 
TLB)

The truth is, we’re not all called 
to give equally but we’re all called 
to sacrifice equally.  That levels the 
playing field.  Isn’t it interesting how 

you can go to dinner at the home of 
somebody who doesn’t have a lot, and 
leave feeling like royalty because of 
their hospitality?  That’s because the 
essence of generosity is self-sacrifice.  

God entrusts financial blessing to 
people who aren’t controlled by the 
love of money.  How can you tell 
when you’re controlled by the love 
of money?  Because instead of giving 
when God tells you to, you withhold.  

Unders tand th is :  when God 
impresses on you to ‘sow a seed’, 
there will be a harvest one day.  There 
are many examples in the Scriptures 
where God did great things starting 
with something small offered to Him.

Think of Gideon and his small band 
of 300 men who defeated the whole 
Midian army.  (Judges 7)

Think of the widow feeding Elijah 
and her family from a jar of flour and 
a jug of oil, which never ran out during 
the drought in Israel (1Kings 17:13-16)

Think of the young boy who had 
5 loaves and 2 fish but Jesus fed over 
5000 people with this gift (John 6:1 to 
13).  Read and obey Hebrews 13:16.

Sharing can be hard at times.  It’s 
easier to hold onto what we have.  
Perhaps we calculate there is not 
enough to give to others.  We make 
the assumption “If I give, I will be left 
wanting”.  BUT the maths of heaven 
isn’t a calculation of scarcity, but of 
abundance.  Jesus says (in Luke 6:38) 
NIV:- “Give, and it will be given to you.  
A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured 
into your lap.  For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you.”

Sound Financal Advice (cont’d from p 21)
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Sound Financal Advice (cont’d from p 22)

WOMEN’S MISSIONARY PRAYER 
& SUPPORT FELLOWSHIP 

Under this banner two groups meet each month, except January.   
The weekly Global Prayer Matters issued by AMT form the basis 
for focussed prayer.  These points are amplified by information from 
personal letters received from missionaries.
Whenever a missionary on furlough is available, as many as possible 
from both groups meet at Eastwood Chapel, and after the prayer time 
continue fellowship at Page’s Cafe (in Koorong Bookshop, West Ryde) 
over lunch.  More information may be obtained from:–

Lillian Fleming 9858 5436 or Jackie Sardar 9785 3439

Meetings to be held in early 2018
The time slot is 10.30 am to 12.30 pm, with a cuppa available from 

10am.   Tea and coffee are provided.
Cherrybrook Christian 

Care Centre
(on Fridays)

Oatley Gospel 
Chapel

(also on Fridays)
9 March     13 April     11 May      8 June     13 July

The Apostle Paul encourages 
generosity in 2 Cor 9:10 to 15 (NIV):-

“Remember this :  Whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously.  Each of you should give what 
you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 
bless you abundantly, so that in all things 
at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work.  As it 
is written: “They have freely scattered 
their gifts to the poor; their righteousness 
endures forever.”  Now he who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will 
also supply and increase your store of 
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness.  You will be enriched in 
every way so that you can be generous 
on every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God.

This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but 
is also overflowing in many expressions 
of thanks to God.  Because of the service 
by which you have proved yourselves, 
others will praise God for the obedience 
that accompanies your confession of the 
gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 
sharing with them and with everyone else.  
And in their prayers for you their hearts 
will go out to you, because of the surpassing 
grace God has given you.  Thanks be to God 
for his indescribable gift!”
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ph: (02) 9715 5520  mb: 0402 107 724  email: aemcobs@gmail.com
Postal address:  PO Box 20, PENNANT HILLS   NSW  1715

Christian Outreach Book Service (COBS)
    is at your service, raising funds for 

    NSW Commended Workers

Calendars for 2018
at HALF PRICE!

Choice Gleanings 
Calendars
either wall or 
desk mounted

$6 each (plus postage)

Limited stock
left.

Order soon!!

“Faith is not only a commitment to 
the promises of Christ; 

Faith is also a commitment to 
the demands of Christ.” 

— William Barclay

mailto:aemcobs@gmail.com
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In our consumer society, where 
prevailing wisdom says we should 
be loyal to products or brands only 
insofar as our needs and tastes are 
satisfied, it can be easy for churchgoers 
to have a very low threshold for leav-
ing a church.  The slightest mismatch 
of preferences or the smallest amount 
of discomfort can lead a churchgoer to 
become a ‘church shopper’, scouring 
the “market” for the elusive perfect 
church.  There are good reasons to 
leave a church, but there are also bad 
reasons.  What are some common, 
but ultimately bad, reasons why we 
might be tempted to leave our current 
church?  Here are seven:–
1.  Other churchgoers annoy you.

One of the most counter-cultural and 
challenging aspects of the Christian 
church is that it draws people together 
from very diverse backgrounds.  This 
is what the gospel does! This means 
it’s very likely you’ll be worshiping 
alongside people who you’d normally 
never choose to interact with.  And this 
can be awkward and annoying.  But 
don’t let this lead you to leave and 
search for a church full of people just 
like you.  To do so is to undermine the 
very power of the gospel to equalize 
and unify across natural dividing lines 
(see Galatians 3).
2. Your “cause” is not sufficiently 
championed.

Many people leave churches when 
they pitch an idea or embark on a 
crusade to launch a program, but it 
goes nowhere.  Perhaps the church 
leadership says no outright, or maybe 

there is just little interest in the con-
gregation to get behind your cause.  
That’s okay.  Don’t leave and search 
for another church that might run with 
your idea.  Instead, why not stay and 
see what existing program already 
has momentum in the church, and get 
behind that?
3. The worship isn’t your preferred 
style.

Whether it’s the too-loud or too-soft 
music, the too-topical or too-exposi-
tional preaching, or an array of other 
mismatches to one’s laundry list of 
tastes and preferences, frustration 
with worship is a big reason people 
leave churches.  But it doesn’t need 
to be.  The truth is, worshiping out-
side of one’s comfort zone and style 
preference can be healthy, cultivating 
humility and making worship more 
about God than our own consumer 
desires.
4. A trendy church opened nearby.

I see this time and time again in 
Southern California.  People go to a 
church and are “all in” there for a brief 
time, maybe a year or two.  But then 
the excitement wears off.  They get 
bored.  A new, well-branded church 
with a cool podcast and famous wor-
ship leader launches nearby, and the 
bored person quietly leaves to try the 
new flavour in town.  Why is this a bad 
idea? Because the cycle will continue 
ad infinitum.  Today’s trendy church 
will probably become tomorrow’s 
boring church.
 5. Your favourite pastor left.

This is a common motivator for 

7 Bad Reasons to leave a Church
by B. McCraken
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church exits.  The cult of personality 
is strong in some churches.  Celebrity 
pastors with “platforms” and book 
deals naturally draw huge crowds to 
their churches.  And when they leave, 
the crowds often follow.  But pinning 
your church experience on one pastor’s 
presence, however dynamic they may 
be, is unhealthy.  A church is more than 
its pastor(s).
6. Your heart just isn’t in it anymore.

I often hear from people who have 
drifted from a church that their heart 
“just isn’t in it anymore.”  They’re just 
“going through the motions.”  It feels 
obligatory, legalistic, and inauthentic to 
go to church.  So they stop going.  But 
as “authentic” as these emotions are, 
this is a bad reason to leave a church.  
Why? Because every relationship and 
commitment in life has seasons where 
one’s heart isn’t “in it” like it was in the 
beginning.  But that’s normal.  And it’s 
no reason to give up.

7. You don’t get much out of the 
Sunday services.

It has become normal to talk about a 
church service in terms of “what I got 
out of it.”  For example, we ask each 
other after church, “What did you get 
out of the sermon?”  But this posture 
is simply consumerism applied to 
church.  It positions church in terms of 
what we can get from it, and thus when 
it stops providing clear “takeaways” 
or added value to our life, we justify 
leaving.  But church should not be 
about what we get out of it, but what 
we give.  How we serve.  How we build 
up the body.

{Editor:  The author of this article 
published a book in September 2017 
that expands upon the issues raised 
above.  Its title is Uncomfortable: The 
Awkward and Essential Challenge of 
Christian Community.]

7 Bad Reasons to leave a Church (cont’d from p 25)

o

This claim that all religions lead to 
heaven is one of the most common 
objections you will encounter as a 
witness for Jesus.  In our current 
milieu, it is taboo to exclude anyone 
or hurt anyone’s feelings or say that 
they are wrong in their beliefs.  That 
attitude has become so much a part 
of our culture that it just feels wrong 
to people to think of God excluding 
someone from heaven if they are not a 
follower of Jesus.

How to Answer: “All religions lead to heaven”
by Andrew; with AFCI

People are unwilling to accept the 
fact that Christianity is so exclusive. 
They can’t accept Jesus’ claim in John 
14:6, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.”  In fact, they 
would be shocked to know that he 
even said that.  In their minds, if God 
is loving he would never say something 
like that.

When responding to someone with 
this view, you might refer to the ➢
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o

How to Answer: “All religions lead to heaven” (cont’d from p 26)

Japanese proverb that there are many 
roads up Mt Fuji, but they all meet 
at the top.  Acknowledge that this is 
an appealing picture. After all, if it 
were true, then we would expect each 
religion to have different ceremonies 
and practices (different roads up Mt 
Fuji).  But there is something they 
should all agree on, right?   They should 
all agree on heaven (the top), since they 
meet there. Is that agreement what 
we find when we look at the world’s 
religions?

No, every religion believes some-
thing different.  If all religions lead to 
heaven, which heaven are you talking 
about?  Buddhism believes in a tempo-
rary heaven and then you are reborn 
until you reach Nirvana – a mental 
state.  Muslims believe it’s a physical 
place where there are seven levels and 
every wish is immediately granted. 
Hindus believes in different planes 
of reality above the earthly plane and 
attaining heaven isn’t even the final 
pursuit.  You can change planes and 
move between them according to your 
karma.  And then there is Christianity 
where we spend eternity in the new 
earth serving and praising God.

You can see how different they all 
are. You cannot say that all roads lead 
to heaven, because all the heavens 
cannot exist. If the Christian heaven is 
the real one, you cannot say then that 
the Buddhist one also exists. Or we 
cannot both go to 1 of the 7 levels of the 
Muslim heaven and also try to attain 
the Nirvana of Buddhism.

In addition, God cannot be both 
impersonal and personal, both sin-

gular and triune, both knowable and 
unknowable, both separate from crea-
tion and all of creation.  So, to say that 
all roads lead to heaven and yet there 
are different Gods just cannot be.

How you respond to the person who 
believes that all religions lead to God 
depends completely on where they are 
coming from? If they are searching, 
don’t go into these arguments, just go 
straight to the gospel and say, “Can 
I share with you what the Bible says 
about how to be right with God?” Share 
your personal testimony with them too.

In other circumstances you might 
share some of these reasons their view 
of religions cannot be right. But then 
point out that the Bible makes it so 
clear that God desires people to not be 
judged, but forgiven and brought into 
his family.  That’s the whole reason 
Jesus came into our world and died 
on the cross, to open the door for us 
to have a great relationship with God 
and live lives full of his purposes.  God 
wants to include people, not exclude 
them, which is why we need to receive 
his gift of grace and put our faith in 
Jesus and his death on the cross for us.

Ultimately there are only two con-
clusions that can be true.  Either all 
philosophies are wrong (including 
ones such as atheism) or ONE of them 
is true.  We cannot say that only Chris-
tians are narrow-minded because when 
we look at all the different religions, 
they are all “narrow-minded.”  So the 
question becomes not whether Chris-
tianity is narrow-minded or not but 
whether the claims of Christianity are 
true or not!
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Advertisement and Prayer Request

Advertisement

The PSSM Mailbox Club 
(formerly known as the Postal Sunday School Movement) 

is asking you to join us in prayer as we seek the Lord’s will 
for a new President.  A number of our previous Presidents 
have come from Brethren Churches and we are seeking the 
Lord for His direction as we search for a new person to fulfil 

this important roll.
We thank God for how He has used this ministry since 1933 
and look forward to what He has in store for the days and 

years ahead.

http://www.vantagepointradio.com.au
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“The Church is confused about 
doctrine and morality, Islam threatens 
to overwhelm Europe, and new 
technology and scientific discoveries 
are reshaping economies.”

Sound familiar?
That was the world of 1517, when 

Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses and 
ignited a revolution.

The same descriptions could be said 
of the world today – which is why Eric 
Metaxas wrote a new book, Martin 
Luther: The Man Who Rediscovered 
God and Changed the World.

This book is available in Australia at 
good book stores including Koorong.  
Search the website for more details of 
the book plus a ‘sneak peak’ at some 
of its pages:-

www.koorong.com
Read more of Eric’s material on the 

Breakpoint website.  BreakPoint radio 
provides a Christian perspective on 
today’s news and trends via radio, 
interactive media, and print. Today 
BreakPoint commentaries, co-hosted 
by Eric Metaxas and John Stonestreet, 
are broadcast daily on more than 1,200 
outlets with an estimated weekly 

Here are some more items on 
the Internet and World Wide Web 
which readers may find interesting or 
helpful, and worth a visit via their own 
computer, smart-phone or other device.

Please Note: to make it easier to visit 
these websites they have been included 
as ‘hot-links’ in the PDF version of this 
magazine.   They are also included 
as ‘hot-links’ on the NSW Christian 
Brethren website at this web-page:-
www.cb-nsw.org.au/useful-links/Links-

AO.html

The Men’s Conference in NSW this 
year (Build 2018) will be held at Camp 
Toukley on Friday evening 23 March 
and Saturday 24 March.  The main 
speakers are Jared Wilson and Gavin 
Mork.

Full details can be found on the 
CCCAust(NSW) website and you can 
Register on-line there.

www.cccaustnsw.com/conferences/
BUILD

The Herald of Hope magazine has 
a website:

www.HeraldofHope.org.au  
The organisation produced a 4-part 

series for TV called “End Times”. It 
is also available on DVD and can be 
purchased via the website.  Other 
printed, audio and video resources are 
available too.  Some are FREE, some 
can be purchased. 

Internet Corner
compiled by C.H.Winrow

* * *

➢30

* * *

* * *

* * *

Please submit any news-
items, letters, adverts or 

short articles for the April 
2018 magazine on, or before, 

16th March.

http://www.koorong.com
http://www.cb-nsw.org.au/useful-links/Links-AO.html
http://www.cb-nsw.org.au/useful-links/Links-AO.html
http://www.cccaustnsw.com/conferences/BUILD
http://www.cccaustnsw.com/conferences/BUILD
http://www.HeraldofHope.org.au
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listening audience of eight million 
people.

http://www.breakpoint.org

Have you read the Challenge 
newspaper at all?  Its sub-title is “The 
Good News Paper” and it is produced 
monthly by Challenge Literature 
Fellowship (Aust) Inc, in Perth, Western 
Australia.  This organisation exists 
to “communicate Christ through the 
printed page”.  

The paper’s format is “tabloid” – like 
that of the Daily Telegraph, but is only 
12 pages in length, including the centre 
four Fun Pages which contain stories, 
puzzles and activities for children.

The main pages include current 
testimonies of lives changed by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, including (on the 
back page) those who are in sporting 
activities.

You can see and download samples 
of the paper on the web site:

www.challengenews.org
Challenge Literature Fellowship is 

a non-profit organisation.  It publishs 
this evangelistic newspaper to encour-
age and help Christians to share their 
faith regularly and to give readers the 
opportunity to learn about Jesus Christ.

Challenge started in 1978 with small 
print editions of the paper produced on 
a photocopier.  The first tabloid edition 
was printed in August 1980.

Today the company produces 
the paper for 20-plus countries in 
partnership with the UK Goodnews 
Paper.  The total yearly print-run 

Internet Corner (cont’d from p 29)

in the early eighties was around 
60,000 papers, now it is approximately 
4,000,000 papers. 

Founded by Eric Evans in the late 
1970s, the ministry story is a miracle in 
itself.  Eric served in the British Navy 
during World War II, then continued to 
work at sea, first from the UK and then 
after migrating to Australia.

Making a commitment to Jesus 
Christ in his 40’s, Eric became a lay-
preacher, and was always on the 
lookout for suitable material to take on 
door-to-door visitation.  He eventually 
started a print shop.  It should be 
made clear that Eric had no working 
experience in print; rather he trusted 
in God to give him the skills, resources 
and people to get the job done.

The team began to form, first in 
workers homes, then to rented premises 
in Perth’s southern suburbs.  Like Eric, 
many contributors had minimal print 
experience. Within a few years of 
conception Eric invited Carl Carmody 
onto the team. Carl, trained in TV and 
Film media, took a step of faith in 
accepting the offer and remains to this 
day committed to the ministry as editor 
of the newspaper. He also promotes 
Challenge world-wide.

Challenge is familiar to most 
Australian evangelical churches. It 
has a stable team of full and part-time 
workers who have gifts that enhance 
various aspects of the ministry.

The above mentioned website also 
has a wealth of material to help any 
church use Challenge newspapers 
wisely in their local outreach efforts.

o

* * *

http://www.breakpoint.org
http://www.challengenews.org
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NSW  ASSEMBLIES’  EVANGELISTIC  MISSION  (NSWAEM)
ABN  81 001 037 690

AIMS
• To support the expansion of evan-

gelism and church growth, pri-
marily among Christian Brethren 
Assemblies.

• To offer opportunities in this 
Assemblies Outreach Magazine for 
Commended Workers, Assemblies, 
Para-Assembly Activities and other 
kindred bodies, to publicise and 
explain their ministries.

• To generate funds, through the 
Christian Outreach Book Service 
and other means, toward the sup-
port of NSW Commended Workers.

• To provide appropriate teaching for 
Christians.

Further information about the Mission 
can be obtained from its website at:– 

www.nswaem.org.au

AEM OFFICE & CHRISTIAN 
OUTREACH BOOK SERVICE

P.O.  Box 20,  
Pennant Hills  NSW 1715

Ph: 9715 5520
Email: admin@nswaem.org.au

CHAIRMAN of  BOARD
David Gordon

BOARD MEMBERS

Philip Bower,  Kevin Price,  
Mavis Winrow, Colin Winrow

MAGAZINE
Editor - Colin Winrow

0412 596 104
Email: outreach-mag@optusnet.com.au

http://www.christianfuneralsofsydney.com.au
http://www.nswaem.org.au
mailto:Email%20NSWAEM?subject=
mailto:outreach-mag%40optusnet.com.au?subject=
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Christian Brethren Community Services 

Providing communities of continual Christian care 

Residential and specialist care provided to the aged, frail aged and those 

living with dementia.

Elouera Gardens Cherrybrook Christian Care Centre Glenhaven Gardens 

Carinya House Lynden Grove Groves House 

Elouera Gardens Christian Retirement Village, Cherrybrook NSW  
Elouera Gardens comprises 75 independent living units with 1, 2 and 3 bedroom units, surrounded by 
pleasant gardens. It offers a wide variety of styles and sizes of units and a supportive Christian community. 

Cherrybrook Christian Care Centre, Cherrybrook NSW  
Set in well established gardens, and with an enviable reputation for delivering a high standard of care, the 
120 bed Cherrybrook Christian Care Centre provides high and low level care and special support for people 
living with dementia.  

Glenhaven Gardens Retirement Village, Glenhaven, NSW 
Glenhaven Gardens offers modern and spacious 2 and 3 bedroom villas. The village comprises 24 air-
conditioned and private units, with either a garage or carport. All units are wheelchair accessible for those 
who need a little extra room to help with their mobility. 

Carinya House, Glenhaven NSW  
Carinya House is a 60 bed care centre providing high and low-level care support in a setting where residents 
enjoy the tranquil bushland setting and partake in a very full and stimulating recreational program.  It 
includes a secure dementia support area and also offers ageing-in-place.  

Lynden Grove Retirement Village, Cardiff Heights, NSW 
Lynden Grove has 44 modern 2 and 3 bedroom villas.  It has a semi-rural outlook with picturesque Mount 

Sugarloaf as a back drop. It is in a pleasant and quiet bushland setting, yet close to local shopping centres.

Groves House, Cardiff Heights NSW 
Set on a ridge with panoramic views to the mountains, Groves House is a 60 bed care centre providing high 
and low-level care, dementia care and ageing-in-place to the people of Newcastle, Lake Macquarie and the 
surrounding districts. 

For more information about any of our services please don’t hesitate to call our Client Services Team on 02 
9842 4111.  

 2 Corinthians 5:14 

http://www.cbcs.com.au

